334                       Richelieu

Not only was Richelieu's work permanent in it
character, but it was wholesome at the time. Thi
value of local institutions is indeed great, but 01
French soil they had no vigorous growth. Th<
local states, the city governments, the organisations
half political, half commercial, which Richelieu over
threw rested on privilege, and possessed little pos-
sibility of useful development.

Still less did he overthrow any useful check on
arbitrary power when he repressed the independent
authority of the great nobles; what he destroyed
was not liberty, but license. In the regency of
Mary de' Medici we can see the nobility, the Pro-
testants, the local political bodies, unchecked by the
general government. The results were not bene-
ficial to the public weal. The country was distracted
by civil war, the land was full of marauders, trade
was disturbed, the merchant could not be sure of
selling his goods, the peasant could not be sure of
gathering his crops; France enjoyed neither pro-
sperity at home nor consideration abroad.

In the years preceding his ministry, an unruly
nobility, unfit to exercise control and unwilling to
suffer restraint, plundered the State when in power
and ravaged the country when in disgrace. From
a bankrupt treasury, a paralysed monarchy, and a
turbulent nobility we turn to Richelieu's adminis-
tration and find a government influential and strong,
we exchange anarchy and misrule for peace and
order. His hand was laid heavily on those who
opposed him, but he procured for the country
the blessings of an orderly and well - regulatedf
